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DINNERS
Food for political thought

After primaries, another
takeaway from American
politics has been the fund-
raising dinners. So far, only
Aam Aadmi Party has taken
the initiative in this exercise

SUPPING WITH KEJRIWAL ONLY TEA ON
OTHER MENUS

PRICEY PLATTER

` 50 lakh
pooled in by the party

200 people attended AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal•s fund-raising dinner in Bangalore
on Saturday night

Nagpur tickets priced at

` 10,000
per head

There are no dinner parties for
other parties. The BJP, while
seeking US-style presidential
debates, has preferred to
restrict its campaign to Chai
Pe Charcha with its PM
candidate Narendra Modi. The
Congress is sticking to
primaries for now

� An August 2012 dinner in Philadelphia
involving then Republican vice-presidential
candidate (and Wisconsin Congressman) Paul
Ryan was sold at $50,000per plate. It was held
amid protests by Democrats

� In May 2012, actor and social activist George
Clooney (right) organized a $40,000supper per
plate to help the presidential re-electionist
Barack Obama. Donors included Hollywood
biggies among others

` 20,000
per head paid by attendees

The Bangalore dinner should have buoyed AAP
leaders because only 35 of the 150 expected had
turned up for a similar dinner in Nagpur last week
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A post-presentation question-answer session is the litmus test of a 
good presenter – while anyone can repeat what’s been rehearsed, only 
a thoroughly prepared presenter can successfully handle questions. 
Many believe questions are disguised aggression or tests – in fact, 
questions are evidence of the audience’s engagement! It serves us well 
to believe each question’s a genuine inquiry. The better you answer 
questions, the better your presentation is judged to have been. 

Here are some steps to navigate Q&As:

Welcome questions: Acknowledge a questioner’s point of view. Even 
if you don’t agree, emphasise your recognition of the questioner’s 
feelings by saying, “I know that can be frustrating,” or “Sure, that 
sounds contradictory.”

Listen patiently without interrupting: Understand the question and try 
to find parts to agree with. Then, state your opinion explicitly using 
data, with sentences like, “On the basis of this information, I have 
reason to believe that...” 

Avoid aggressive ‘You’ phrases: Phrases like “As I already told you” or 
“You don’t realise” don’t add value to a Q&A. Instead, try ‘I’ phrases 
like: “I believe that” or “In my experience and understanding...”

Check if the question’s been answered: Always ask, “Does that help 
clarify your thought?” or “Does that sound reasonable?” If the answer’s 
no, probe areas of disagreement, trying to achieve rational mutual 
understanding.

Don’t get emotional! Separate fact from feeling – and respond only to 
facts. Remember, the question is not necessarily about you. Often, 
aggressive or emotional questions are manifestations of the other 
person’s needs and frustrations. Accepting this respectfully, without 
personalising this, and isolating objective parts of an argument can 
help you both move a discussion to a productive close. 
And that’s the best answer to any question.
RUTA VYAS, Director, Amadeus Consulting
The Higher Education series offers weekly insights on improving public communication skills       

Neelabh

9. TOUGH
QUESTIONS?
SMASHING
ANSWERS!
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Bangalore: If two BMTC officials had
followed protocols, the incident of a
woman passenger being attacked in a
bus could have been avoided. Three
mistakes made by these men ended
with the passenger alone in a late-
night bus driven by a driver with a
criminal background. 

The first mistake was letting AV
Siddartha, who is facing a department
inquiry for an assault charge, drive a
bus with women passengers at night. 

Secondly, BMTC traffic inspector
Puttaraju made Siddartha go on a
night trip even though he wasn’t work-
ing at night. Siddarth had been ferry-
ing factory workers in Peenya during
the day. On Thursday night, after his
duty hours, he came to Kempegowda
bus terminal to park the vehicle. See-
ing a number of people waiting for a
bus towards Banshankari, Puttaraju
asked Siddarth to drive a bus there
even though it wasn’t his route. 

The thir d mi stake by Puttaraju
was in gross violation of rules. In
December 2013, a BMTC circular 
decreed that no bus will operate with-
out a conductor. The system of a con-
ductor-cum-driver was scrapped. De-
spite this, the inspector sent
Siddartha with a bus. Even the traffic
controller at Kempegowda bus termi-
nal whose job is to monit or all night
trips, didn’t stop him.

BMTC traffic controller Para-
meshwaraiah and Puttaraju have
been suspended. 
No CCTV camera on bus: The Push-
pak bus in which the incident took
place didn't have a CCTV camera. Ku-
mar Pushkar, director (information
technology), BMTC, said it is install-
ing cameras in a phased manner, and
500 of 7,000 buses already have them.

2 men, 3 errors and blot on BMTC
Driver Was Allowed To Ferry Women Passengers On Night Trip Without Conductor

DRENCHED IN HOLI HUES AND SPIRIT
Chethan Shivakumar

RIOT OF PINK:It was a splash of colours across the city on Sunday as Bangaloreans celebrated Holi 
with gaiety. Youngsters in Cottonpet were in a gala mood as they sprayed colour on each other and 
distributed sweets. In Ulsoor, members of Bengalee Association and other groups marked the festival 
with gusto. More communities in the city will join the revelry on Monday 

Remembrance

SRI.SADANAND NAIR

10.02.1941 to 17.03.1999

Fond remembrance
From- 
The Management 
and Staff  of  
The Indiranagar 
Cambridge School

7th   Death Anniversary

MEERA  S

28-05-1959  to 17-03-2007

Seven long years have
passed, but you live in
our     heart    for    ever.  
We  always  remember
you with those sweet
memories. 

With  love:   Shyam,   Ramya,   Ranjan

Ist Death Anniversary

A.M.GEORGE

17.03.2014

The Melody of  your
music will ring in our
hearts until we meet in
our Fathers Mansion.
Your Love, Care & 

Concern will be carried to Generations.
Wife, Children & Grand Children .

DEATH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Bangalore: Lake conser vation-
ist Venkata Subba Rao (78), who
fought for 20 years to save Byra-
sandra Lake near Jayanagar,
has been awarded for his efforts.

He launched a campaign in
1992 when the lake bed was a
dumping ground for waste and a

prey to realtors. He took his bat-
tle from civil courts to the Su-
preme Court and eventually suc-
ceeded in rejuv enating the lake.

He was recognized as one of
the heroes of Bangalore an d
presented with t he Namma Ben-
galuru Awards 2013. School-
teacher Nagamani received 
the award of government offi-
cial of the year and Bangalore-
One won in the government or-
ganization category.

Lake crusader
awarded for
20-year fight
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Bangalore: Around 75 lakh
voters will decide the f ate of
candidates contesting from
different co nstituencies in
Bangalore for the Lok Sabha
polls. H owever, the exact
number of voters wi ll be de-
cided after the Election Com-
mission finishes processing
the applications receive d.

With Sunday (M arch 16)
being the last day for voter
registration, there was an en-
couraging response at 80 cen-
tres as 54,815 fresh applica-
tions were received. Election
offici als said most of them
are from youngsters.

By Janua ry-end this year,
Bangalore had recorded
72.62 lakh registered voters
while around 80,000 people
enrolled themselves during
the special camp held on
March 9. “If we include reg-
istrations during normal
course in the last few weeks,

the number is likely to be
around 75 lakh,” said a senior
official from BBMP. “H owev-
er, the final tally will be an-
nounced after verification of
applications,” he added. 
Last date over, not woes :
Sannan Mehdi (22), a re-
search analyst in a private
company, said he was disap-
pointed on Sunday. “I had ap-
plied for a voter ID card twice
last year but didn’t get one.
This is the third time I am ap-
plying,” he said. 

Many aspiring voters said

they had applied more than a
couple of times, but had not
received the card. Nayeem
Ahmed, a businessman said,
“I am irritated by the official
apathy. I have appliedthrice
in the last six years but am
yet to get the card. If they
don’t provide us voter ID
cards, how can we elect the
right person?” A section of
wannabe voters was disap-
pointed as the last day for en-
rolment was conducted only
in 80 centres and many didn’t
know which these were. 

Around 75 lakh city voters
to decide candidates• fate

HS Revanna, de puty commis-
sioner of police (Bangalore
South), said the student landed

at Bangalore City railway station
around midnight from Chandigarh.
She went to Kempegowda bus station
to catch a bus to her relative’s house in
Padmanabhanagar, sout h Bangalore.

There were about 40 people at the
bus station then, all headed in the same
direction. That is when Siddartha
came to the terminal to park the bus af-
ter finishing his work of transp orting
workers to Peenya Industrial Area.

Looking at the volume of people,
BMTC traffic inspector Puttaraju

asked Siddartha to do a special trip on
this route. Although BMTC rules state
there should be a conductor in every
bus, Siddartha was allowed to leave the
station without a conductor at 12.30am.

All the passengers, except for the
student, got down at the last stop at Ba-
nashankari. The victim, who did not

know Kannada, told Siddartha that of-
ficials at the bus terminal told her she
would be dropped near Deve Gowda
petrol b unk, off Padmanabhanagar.

Siddartha, h owever, r efused and
allegedly turned the bus around and
started moving with the girl still in-

side the bus. The student told police
that whenever she asked him to stop,
he verbally abused her and tried to
touch her inappropriately.

Around 1.30am, the student was
allegedly thrown out of the bus by
Siddartha at Chamarajpet and he
sped away. The girl, who suffered
head injuries in the fall, was taken to
hospital by a passerby.

The girl did not want to file a police
complain t, cops said. She told police
officers who went to meet her that she
wouldn’t lodge a complaint till she con-
sulted her parents. H owever, she gave
police some information on the inci-
dent, based on which Siddartha was ar-
rested and sent to judicial cus tody.

Girl alleged she was verbally abused 
� Continued from page 1
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Bangalore: BMTC managing director
Anjum Parwez spoke to TOI on the ac-
tions taken and proposed to ensure
such incidents don’t take place.

Despite a sexual assault case
against him in 2012, why was this
driver allowed to take the bus?
Yes, it is true he was booked for a sexual
harassment case in 2012. We suspended
him and initiated departmental enqui-
ry. However, during the inquiry, police
told us that the girl in the case had turn-
ed hostile. So we reinstated him.
What action has been taken now?
Siddartha has been suspended from
service. Based on the outcome of police
probe, action will be taken against him.
It is alleged that he was drunk during
this trip. We will investigate that too.
Did you speak to the girl?
I visited the girl soon after the inci-
dent. But she was asleep so I couldn’t
get her version. 
What steps will BMTC take to ensure
safety of women, especially at night?
We are expediting the installation of
CCTV cameras in all BMTC buses.
Breathalysers are being supplied to
depots to ensure no drink-and-drive
instances take place. We are consult-
ing police for more feedback on im-
proving security in buses.

He was suspended
earlier as well: MD

BMTC driver AV Siddartha
was invo lved in a similar 

offence in 2012. He is currently
undergoing trial for molesting
and assaulting another woman
at the BMTC’s transit and
transport management centre
(TTMC) in Yeshwantpur in 
May 2012. 

As per the records of Yeshwantpur
police, he once locked up a 29-year-old
woman inside the lift ro om on the top
floor of the TTMC building, and fled
with her ornaments and bags after as-
saulting her. The girl, a BCom gradu-
ate, used to regularly travel in th e bus

driven by Siddartha, and he
befriended her. During one of
their conversations, he of-
fered her a job in BMTC.

On May 15, 2012, he asked
the girl to meet him near 8t h
mile on Tumkur Road.
When she came there, he
took her to the TTMC on the

pretext of giving her th e job-offer let-
ter. When she questioned him on be-
ing taken to a secluded corner, he in-
sisted on intercourse. When she
resisted, he pushed her into a lift room
and locked her inside before fleeing
with her jewels and cell phone. TNN

He assaulted another woman in 2012

It•s baffling how the BMTC crew allowed
a driver, booked for assault in the past,
to ferry passengers at night, without a
conductor. It•s even baffling how the
crew misled the girl into believing she
would be dropped at a particular point.
Worse, why was a bus without CCTV
camera sent out on night service? The
BMTC has a lot of explaining to do. Such
incidents don•t augur well for a global IT
hub that has just doffed its hat to an
extended nightlife.
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FRIDAY HORROR: The student was allegedly
thrown out of the BMTC Pushpak bus by
driver AV Siddartha at Chamarajpet 

I spoke to the girl and
requested her to give details

to cops. There were violations by
BMTC crew in following the bus
protocol that night. The driver,
traffic controller and the traffic
inspector have been suspended
from service. Both conductor 
and driver should be present 
during night service but in this
case, only driver was present

Ramalinga Reddy TRANSPORT
MINISTER

BUS
FACTS

No. of
trips by
BMTC

2,700

No. of
night

services

97

Buses
with
CCTV

cameras
500

Buses
with
GPS

locater
25

AV Siddartha

Kolar: Three personnel of Robertsonpet police station
in Kolar Gold Fields have been accused of extortion and
cheating. Manjunath of Varthur complained to police
that seven persons, including the three cops … Venu,
Manjunath and a constable „ cheated him of Rs 10.5
lakh. Robertsonpet police have registered a case and
asked Manjunath to identify the culprits. TNN

3 cops accused of cheating

REVIVALCAMPAIGN

With the last day for voter
enrolment behind us, the rush
to get one• s name into the list
speaks volumes of the
commitment of the electorate
to exercise their franchise and
elect their representatives. It•s
now up to the Election
Commission to process this

data and ensure that the lists are
correctly updated and there•s no
last-minute stress for voters on
polling day. Thi s election
promises to be a close-fought one
and every vote will count. And for
those who have registered, going
to vote on April 17 will be the
logical end to their effort. 
They•ve made a commitment, 
it•s time to stand by it.

TIMESVIEW
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Shimoga: Tw o I PU students
from Bangalore, who were vis-
iting a temple in Shimoga
with two classmates, drowned
in Sharavathi river on Sunday.

The students of St Claret
PU College in Jalahalli board-
ed a KSRTC bus on Friday
night from Bangalore to visit
Sigandur temple across the
backwaters of Sharavathi
near Linganamakki dam.

After visiting places in
and around Jog Falls on Sat-

urday, they took a bus to 
Sigandur on Sunday. After re-
aching the backwaters on a
ferry, they planned to take a
dip in the river before visiting
the temple at 10.30am, 
police said.

One of the students, Sha-
rath Pavar, 19, lost balance
while trying to locate his ring
which fell into the backwa-
ters. Jagadish, 19, rushed to
save his friend, but both
drowned in the deep waters.
Their bodies were found in
the evening.

Two I PU students
drown in Sharavathi

RULESFLOUTED

1st Year Death
Anniversary.

DR. G.R. REVANKAR
17-03-2014

We Wifi miss your
Presence everyday but
you Wifi Live on in our

hearts Forever.

19-2-1937 To 27-03-2013
Remembering and Missing you
Dr. Ratna. G. Revankar. Bangalore
R.S. R.S. Raikar & Sons,Revanlcar Family &
Daughters, Son-inlaws,Grand
Childrens,Friends & Relatives

Have no fear.
Everything possible is achievable.
Sometimes, even the impossible

is achievable.

Jayant K Malhoutra (1936 - 2008)
Industrialist, Parliamentarian
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MR. I MIR. JALALUDDIN
(Retd., Income tax Inspector)

on 16.03.2014.
The Namaz-e-Janaza will be
performed after Namaz-e-
Zohar at J.C. Nagar, Jamia
Masjid and there afte r The
burial at Khuddus-Sahib

Khabrasthan.
Inserted by Near & Dear ones
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Obituary, Condolence ,
C e r e m o n y  a n d  In
memoriam messages will
be published at a cost of
Rs. 650/- for five lines extra
line Rs. 100/- (without
photo) and Rs.350/- per sq.
cm (with photo). Messages
accompanied with Death
Certificate should be sent
to Times Class i f ieds
(during office hours) or to
the Night Co-ordinator
(after office hours till
8 30pm) at 40/1 , M.G.
Road, Bangalore - 560001.
For details contact Ph
42200017 I 42200016.
*Please note obituary ads
on Sunday are accepted
Only between 5.3Opm to
8.3Opm
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